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ANNUAL REPORT 

To December 31, 1891.* 
«•► 

TO THE MEMBERS OF 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
«•* 

The Trustees for the year ending December 31, 1890, re- 
spectfully report 

The Treasurer presents the following statements of account 
for the year 1891 : 

STATEMENT OF DEFICIENCY FUND OF 1890. 
1891 
Jan 1. To Balance, being the Deficiency existing 

December 31, 1890. $14,215 68 

" Balance, being excess of Subscriptions over 
the Deficiency 1,984 32 

$16,200 00 
1891 • 
Dec. 31. By Amount received from Patrons and Fellows $5,200 00 
" Received from special subscriptions on this 
account. 11,000 00 

$16,200 00 
1891 
Dec. 31. By Balance. $1,934 32 

STATEMENT OF BUDGET EXPENSES FOR THE YEAR 1891. 

Salaries and Wages $51,976 06 

General Expenses 10,011 44 

Expenses of Library 500 00 

Purchases of Objects of Art 2,470 00 

Balance in Budget Bank 494 50 

$65,452 00 
Amount from Treasurer as per his Cash Statement $65,452 00 

(495) 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENSES OF ADMINISTRATION FOR 1891. 

RECEIPTS. 

From the Department of Public Parks $25,000 00 

" Annual Members 18,560 00 

" Admission Fees \ 5,73175 

" Sales of Hand-books 4,640 25 

« « « prints ^ Photographs 58 90 

" Art Schools income, viz., Tuition Fees $4,684 50 

" Income of Investments 4,067 68 8,752 18 

" Finance Committee for the care of the Wolfe Collection 2,748 50 

" Income of General Endowment Funds Investments, viz. 

Vanderbilt Fund. $3,517 09 

Astor " 2,705 67 

Marquand " 1,250 00 7,472 66 

" Income of Library Fund Investments 293 00 

" Sale of Duplicates of the Cyprus Collection 325 00 

Total Receipts $73,582 24 

Balance, being the deficiency of 1891. . , 7,375 84 

$80,958 08 
PAYMENTS. 

For the Budget Expenses $65,452 00 

" Printing Hand-books 1,177 90 

" Account of Library 494 00 

< Art Schools 9,047 74 

" " " Wolfe Collection 3,155 16 

" General Expenses of Treasurer's Office 327 00 

" Interest Paid 1,304 28 

Total Expenses $80,958 08 

CASH STATEMENT OF TREASURER FOR THE YEAR 1891. 
1890 
Dec. 31. To Balance in Bank and Trust Companies, being part of 

the uninvested funds of the Museum $48,756 39 

1891 
Dec. 31. Received through the Finance Committee from Willard Fund $25,151 24 

Received on account of Income of the Wolfe Fund 10,155 34 

Receipts from Subscriptions of Patrons and Fellows 5,200 00 

" « " to the Deficiency Fund of 1890 11,000 00 

" " " " " Guarantee Fund of 1891 50 00 
" " the Bequest of Mrs. M. E. Rogers for General 

Endowment Fund 1,000 00 

" of General Income as per detail Statement of Admin- 
istration Expenses 73,582 24 

". on account of Sunday Opening 7,324 00 

$182,219 21 
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1891 
Dec. 31. By amounts paid over to Finance Committee pertaining to 

Trust and Endowment Funds for Investment $59,877 42 

" Purchases on account of Willard Collection 12,129 02 

" Payments on account of Mounting and Care of the Wil- 
lard Collection 6,239 88 

" Loan paid 13,000 00 

« Balance paid on Purchase of Sarcophagus 1,600 00 

" Paid for Egyptian Mummy Cloths 375 00 

" Expenses of Administration as per detail in statement. . 80,958 08 

•' Expenses of Opening Museum on Sundays, 7 months. . 7,311 52 

" Balance, Cash and in Bank 728 29 

$182,219 21 

THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

presents the following report of the Trust funds which are in its 

hands : 

REED FUND. 

principal, $50,000. 

Invested in Bond and Mortgage on New York City property and Railroad Bonds. 

Income to be used for the support of the Art Schools. 

Income $2,567 68 

Paid to the Treasurer $2,567 68 

$2,567 68 $2,567 68 
WILLARD FUND. 

Balance of Fund at date, $22,855.07. 
Principal and Interest to be used for the purchase of Architectural Illustrations. 

Received from the Treasurer, March 23, 1891, for Balance of Fund. . $39,884 75 

Income Received. 1,339 22 

Paid to the Treasurer, account of Purchases $18,368 90 

Call Loans 7,182 87 

Investments in Bonds and Stock 12,000 00 

Cash on deposit with U. S. Trust Co 3,672 20 

$41,223 97 $41,223 97 

VANDERBILT FUND. 

principal, $100,000. 

Invested in Bonds and Mortgages on New York City property. 

The income to be used as the Board of Trustees may direct. 

INCOME. 

From March 23 to December 31, 1891 $3,400 00 

Paid to the Treasurer $3,400 00 

$3,400 00 $3,400 00 
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H. G. MARQUAND ART SCHOOLS FUND. 

principal, $30,000. 

Invested in Railroad Bonds. 

Income to be used for the support of the Art Schools. 

Income $1,500 00 

Paid to the Treasurer $1,500 00 



$1,500 00 $1,500 00 

WOLFE FUND. 

principal, $200,000. 

Invested in Bonds and Mortgages on New York City property and Railroad Bonds. 

The income only to be used for the care of and increase of the Wolfe Collection 

of Paintings. 

income. 

From January 1 to December 31, 1891 $10,237 22 

Received from the Treasurer Uninvested Balance March 23, 1891. . . 8,266 15 
Paid to Treasurer on account of care of collection of 

paintings $2,748 50 

Invested in Jersey Central Bonds 8,882 50 

Invested in Lehigh Valley Bonds 8,090 00 

Over invested in anticipation of receipts on account of 

income due January 1, 1892 1,217 63 

$19,721 00 $19,721 00 
WOLFE INCOME INVESTMENT ACCOUNT. 

Accumulations to date $21,288 89 

Invested in Railroad Bonds. 

ASTOR FUND. 

principal, $47,751.25. 

Invested in Bonds and Mortgages on New York City property. 

Income to be used as the Board of Trustees may direct. 

Income $2,143 07 

Paid to the Treasurer $2,143 07 



$2,143 07 $2,143 07 

H. G. MARQUAND GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND. 
principal, $50,000. 
Invested in Railroad Bonds. 
. Income to be used for the General Endowment Fund. 

Income, six months' interest ' $1,250 00 

Paid to the Treasurer $1,250 00 



$1,250 00 $1,250 00 



499 

LIBRARY FUND. 

PRINCIPAL, $7,200. 

Invested in Bonds and Stock. 

Income to be used for the Library. 

Income received since March 23, 1891 $196 00 

Paid to the Treasurer $195 00 

$195 00 $195 00 
HOE FUND. 
Balance at date $196 95 

SUMMARY OF CASH RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 

BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

To December 31, 1891. 

RECEIPTS. 

Account Vanderbilt Fund Income $3,400 00 

„ t Wolfe Fund " 

\ " Income Invest. 

" Willard Fund. 

Cash from Treasurer $27,884 75 

Income 1,339 22 29,223 97 

Astor Fund Income 2,143 07 

Marquand Fund, Art Sehools " 1,500 00 

General Endowment " 1,250 00 

Library Fund " 195 00 

Hoe Fund Principal 196 95 

Reed Fund " 113 75 

" Income 2,567 68 

Received on account of cali loans .- 9,624 34 



| 18,503 37 



$68,718 13 



PAYMENTS. 

Paid to Treasurer, account Vanderbilt Fund, Income $3,400 00 

« " Wolfe Fund, " 2,748 50 

Invested account " 16,972 50 

Paid to Treasurer, account Willard Fund 18,368 90 

Call Loan " " 15,589 58 

Paid to Treasurer, account Astor Fund, Income 2,143 07 

" " Marquand Art Schools Fund, Income.... 1,500 00 

" " Marquand General Endowment " .... 1,250 00 

« " Reed Fund 2,567 68 

" " Library Fund, Income 195 00 

Balance in United States Trust Co 3,982 90 

$68,718 13 
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With the close of the year 1891, the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art may be said to have attained its majority. The formative 
period has been one of great difficulties, entailing much anxiety 
and hard work on the part of its founders; but, thanks to the 
perfect unanimity which has prevailed among its Trustees in its 
administration, the institution has held steadily on its course, has 
gained strength year by year, has enlarged its scope and magni- 
tude, has increased its collections and has attracted visitors and 
students from all parts of the land, until it has fairly won a pre- 
eminent position. It has demonstrated that citizens of New York 
can originate and maintain a Museum of Art which takes rank with 
the great institutions of Europe. Its recent progress has been far 
more rapid and gratifying than its founders ever dared to hope. 
The community is beginning to perceive its artistic and archaeo- 
logical merits ; its educational service is being felt ; and its direct 
aid to art-industries and commerce is everywhere acknowledged. 
All these results indicate and insure for this Museum in the future 
a greater importance and a wider influence. The year 1891, just 
closed, has been one of vigorous and notable advance in various 
directions. 

FINANCES. 

The cost of maintaining the Museum during the past year has 
been kept within the bounds allowed by the Trustees for budget 
expenses. A deficiency in the Treasury of £7, 3 75 .84 exists. An 
effort is being made to liquidate the same by subscription among 
the Trustees. The Treasurer's financial statement accompanies 
this report. 

THE SUNDAY OPENING. 

In the month of May, at a regular meeting of the Board, the 
Trustees voted to open the Museum, until further orders, on 
Sunday afternoons from one o'clock till half an hour before sunset; 
and this decision was put into effect on Sunday, May 31. 

Judging from the number of Sunday visitors, the trial has 
been a pronounced success, and from this point of view the 
members of the Corporation may justly congratulate themselves. 
At first a certain element of turbulence and disorder was noticeable 
in the attendance. Many visitors took the liberty of handling 
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every object within reach ; some went to the length of marring, 
scratching and breaking articles unprotected by glass; a few 
proved to be pickpockets, and others brought with them peculiar 
habits which were repulsive and unclean. With the beginning of 
August, however, these disorders in a large measure ceased, and 
toward the end of the year the change in the character of visitors 
on Sunday afternoons was as marked as it was gratifying. The 
attendance is now respectable, law-abiding and intelligent. The 
laboring classes are well represented, and young people appear in 
greater proportion on Sunday than on any other day of the week. 

While Sunday opening meets with popular approval, the step 
remains only an experiment. It has put burdens on the finances 
of the Museum which they are unable to bear. It has offended 
some of the Museum's best friends and supporters. It has alien- 
ated some who have given freely of their time and means to the 
institution. It has resulted in the loss of a bequest of fifty 
thousand dollars. It is hoped that this direct and calculable loss 
will be offset by a greater public interest and a more generous 
support, but at present the Museum finds its burdens increased and 
its revenue no larger than before. Eighty thousand persons peti- 
tioned for the Sunday opening, and yet the number of paying 
members has decreased since May 31, by 225. A very serious loss 
to the collections has already been sustained without the slightest 
compensatory benefit. What was represented by the newspapers as 
a universal demand that the Museum be opened on Sunday was 
accompanied by a popular subscription that defrayed the additional 
expense for only about four months. The Trustees are far from 
wishing to take a backward step ; but unless permanent prmiiston 
can be made for the expense the Museum will have to be closed 
on Sunday. 

THE BOARD OF ESTIMATE. 

In order to settle the question and to place the finances of the 
Museum on a firm basis, the Trustees have proposed to the fioard 
of Estimate and Apportionment of the City of New York that it 
should appropriate funds sufficient to defray the entire running 
.expenses of the Museum, in consideration of the latter being 
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opened free of charge to the public every day of the week and on 
Tuesday and Saturday evenings. There is reason to hope that if 
appropriate legislation can be secured at Albany, the Board of 
Estimate will act favorably on the above proposition when next 
submitted. 

GIFTS AND BEQUESTS. 

Many art treasures have been added during the year to the 
collections of the Museum through the generosity of its friends. 
Besides their artistic merit, most of these possess an educational 
utility. An enumeration of the gifts, with the names of the public 
spirited donors, will be. appended to this report. Among them 
may be specified the presentation by Mrs. John Crosby Brown 
-of fifty-six pieces supplementary to her admirable collection of 
musical instruments. For the proper display of these there is at 
present no available space, so that their exhibition must be deferred 
until the completion of the new wing of the Museum, when a 
special gallery will be assigned to musical instruments. 

The following bequests were received by the Museum during 
the year : 

From the estate of the late Mrs. Eliza Vanderbilt Osgood, two 
large silver candelabra, regarded by Messrs. Tiffany & Company as 
among their master-pieces of decorative art work. 

From the estate of the late Mrs. Sophia H. Hosack, a very 
valuable placque of " Capo di Monte," representing Ceres instruct- 
ing in the art Of husbandry. 

From the estate of the iate Miss S. M. Hitchcock, a picture 
representing Mary Magdalene kneeling before the tomb of our 
Lord ; painted by Jean J. Henner. 

Another bequest, which, thanks to the surviving members of 
the testator's family, is to find a permanent home in our institution, 
is that of the late Edward C. Moore. The collection is so impor- 
tant, and composed of so many valuable art objects, that it is 
impossible to have it ready for public exhibition before next spring. 
Mr. Moore was a most intelligent collector and gathered round 
him examples of excellence and beauty from both ancient and 
modern art. Directed intuitively to what was of genuine worth,, 
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as well as by correct and cultivated taste in selection, he acquired 
from various parts of the world rare and remarkable treasures in 
great numbers. The collection includes antique Greek, Roman 
and Etruscan vases ; Tanagra groups and figurines ; glass, jewelry, 
porcelain, metal-work and other objects of art, together with a 
reference library of many hundred valuable illustrated works. 
The members of his family have not erred in choosing the Metro- 
politan Museum of Art as the most effectual means to perpetuate 
the memory of Mr. Edward C. Moore through his collection, and 
to stimulate followers in the direct line of his lifework. 



ENLARGEMENT OF THE COLLECTION OF CASTS. 

Early in the spring the Trustees decided upon an endeavor to 
raise at least one hundred thousand dollars for the extension of the 
Department of Sculptural and Architectural Casts. At once their 
wishes and efforts met with hearty response, and more than half of 
the sum has been secured or pledged. The Committee having the 
matter in charge has issued a tentative list of the most important 
objects in ancient, mediaeval and renaissance art, the acquisition of 
fac-similes of which would largely add to the means afforded by this 
Museum to students in drawing, modeling and sculpture, as well as 
illustrate the history and principles of plastic art. The project has 
been warmly encouraged by the highest authorities at art-centres of 
Europe, who are cordially lending us every assistance in gathering 
the most extensive collection of such copies and models in the 
world. 

THE WILLARD COLLECTION. 

The Willard Commission has been, during the past year, reap- 
ing the fruits of its nine years' activity. The model of the Parthenon 
at Athens was followed by a model of the facade of Notre Dame 
Cathedral at Paris, and one of the Arch of Constantine at Rome ; 
while lately a partly restored fac-simile of the Choragic Monument 
of Lysicrates at Athens has been added, together with a large model 
of the Pantheon at Rome, and a model in colors of a portion of 
the Temple of Karnak, at Thebes, in Upper Egypt. These beautiful 
objects constitute the latest advance and supreme attainments in 
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their, line. They elicited expressions of surprise and admiration 
from scholars in France and Germany before their dispatch to this 
country ; and now, set up in the central hall of the Museum, they 
not only guide the Art Student who cannot go abroad, but prove a 
powerful stimulus in awakening a love of art. The results, so far, 
of the efficient labors of the Willard Architectural Commission, 
consisting of three members of the New York Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects, Messrs. N. Le Brun, A. J. Bloor, 
and the late E. T. Littell, and the selections made by them 
through their agent, Mr. P. L. Le Brun, have been in the highest 
degree satisfactory to the Trustees, and the Commission well de- 
serves our acknowledgments. 

THE NEW NORTH WING. 

With the exception of occasional delays in the delivery of 
granite and iron, work has proceeded throughout both summer and 
winter upon the northern addition to the central Museum structure, 
and the architect predicts the completion of this wing in the au- 
tumn of the present year. The entire amount authorized by the 
State Legislature, namely, four hundred thousand dollars, will be 
required to finish the edifice. This will leave the exhibition cases, 
pedestals, fittings and other interior appointments indispensable to 
its occupation, unprovided for. A movement, therefore, has been 
made to obtain from the Legislature an enactment for a further 
appropriation from the City adequate to defray the cost of the fur- 
niture and of a separate boiler house for the new extension. This 
addition will have to be left unoccupied until the necessary funds 
shall be provided. We now stand in sore need of the space which 
this addition will supply. 

NUMBER OF VISITORS. 

A growing public interest in the Museum is demonstrated by a 
steady increase in the number of visitors. Nearly two hundred 
thousand persons have visited the Museum on Sunday afternoons 
during the seven months it has been open on that day, and the 
total day and evening visitors for the year number 901,203. 
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ENDOWMENT FUND. 

The most urgent demand, after provision for meeting the car- 
rent expenses of the institution, is for an endowment fund, the in- 
come of which may be used for the purchase of rare and desirable 
art objects whenever they may be offered. At present our method 
of procedure, when such articles of value are offered, is to refer to 
the Trustees each case, with the question, " Shall a certain sum be 
subscribed for obtaining this object?" This involves delay, and 
generally ends in such lack of response that the matter goes by de- 
fault. Experience has also shown this course to be impracticable 
for securing many articles brought to the notice of the Museum's 
officials. Over this slow and uncertain process, the superiority of 
a fund, the interest of which might be applied to the prompt 
acquisition of important things for sale, is obvious. The Museum 
would be in a position to improve many opportunities. Several 
fine objects have recently been lost to its collections in conse- 
quence of a want of ready money, or of inability to take prompt 
action. 

COLLECTIONS OF INDUSTRIAL ART. 

Among our many departments, it is scarcely necessary to say, 
a great deficiency lies in the direction of Industrial Art. In almost 
every variety of design our collections require to be vastly strength- 
ened. When the departments of metal-work, glass and ceramic 
wares, wood carvings, textile fabrics, and Other branches of practi- 
cal art are more fully represented, we may expect to see a marked 
advance toward correct taste and beauty in the products of Ameri- 
can artisans. 

For such advance in industry and art, schools are the natural 
and indispensable conditions ; without them there can be no real 
and stable improvement. The entire community is indicating its 
desire for information in the several departments of art. A larger 
army than ever before of students and beginners is resorting to 
the schools of New York for instruction. Throughout the City 
institutions of education in art are flourishing, and even over 
crowded. It is incumbent upon the authorities of the Museum to 
insure the most complete and thorough training in its Art Schools. 
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THE TECHNICAL ART SCHOOLS. 

The accommodations of the Schools are wholly unsuitable and 
inadequate. The erection of the new extension has compelled 
their removal to the east basement of the south wing, a room 
roughly finished for storage purposes, poorly lighted and never 
designed for the purpose to which it has been put. Hence, this 
ill adapted and uncongenial lodging place of the Art Schools must 
be temporary. 

An honor lies in store for some person of wealth who will 
follow what Peter Cooper did for the lower part of the City, 
and Mr. Anthony J. Drexel has just done in Philadelphia. A 
commodious structure fully adapted to the wants of an Art School, 
adjacent to the Museum, and endowed for perfect and permanent 
operation, would be a monument of philanthropy and good 
citizenship. 

Members will share with Trustees the regret with which they 
announce the resignation of Dr. William C. Prime, who for eighteen 
years has been First Vice-President of the Museum. During this 
entire period Dr. Prime has devoted a large portion of his time to 
the work of the Museum in all its departments, acting for several 
years as President while declining election to that position. It is 
proper that we record here the debt due him from the Museum and 
from the public, for years of counsel and labor during the infancy 
of the institution and in its guidance to its present maturity and 
power. 

CONNECTION WITH COLUMBIA COLLEGE. 

Of late a working relation between Columbia College and thu 
Metropolitan Museum of Art has been suggested and as a result it 
has been agreed to lay before the officers of both institutions tht 
following plan of co-operation as feasible and advantageous. 

On the part of Columbia College : The courses of lectures ol 
Greek Archaeology and in the various departments of Esthetics., 
are to be thrown open to students of the Art Schools of the Metro- 
politan Museum of Art without fee, and arrangements made for a 
course of public lectures on Art to be delivered at the Museum. 

On ' the part of the Metropolitan Museum of Art : On 



5°7 

Mondays and Tuesdays, lectures may be delivered to students of 
the College before objects of Art in the Museum ; on said two days 
students of the College bearing the President's card are to be 
admitted to sketch, draw, or copy objects therein; if necessary, 
articles may be temporarily removed from exhibition to the 
Curator's rooms for study; and a room capable of seating five 
hundred persons, is to be provided in the basement of the Museum 
for public lectures on Art. 

The Trustees of Columbia College have adopted a resolution 
authorizing the President to accept and enter into this arrange- 
ment, and the Trustees of the Museum have authorized the officers 
to complete the agreement and to carry out its provisions. 

LIBRARY. 

The income for the Library for the past year has been 
$994.00 ; $500.00 appropriation by the Museum and $494.00 from 
invested funds. This has been expended as follows : 

For binding, $221.35 ; Periodicals, $132.26 ; Books, $421.13 ; 
Sundries, $33.58 ; leaving a balance on hand of $185.68. 

The number of volumes (exclusive of periodicals) added to 
the Library during the year, has been 269 ; 122 by purchase, and 
147 by gift ; the latter as follows : From Mr. Samuel P. Avery, 
138 volumes; from Miss Sarah Lazarus, 3 volumes; from Miss 
Mary Le Roy King, an illuminated manuscript on vellum in three 
volumes of the "De Civitate Dei," of St. Augustin, in Spanish, 
beautifully written, containing 7 miniatures, 20 large initials, 
1,000 capitals, and 891 ornamental borders ; from the President, 
a manuscript of the Koran, illuminated, written in letters of 
gold on silver ground, of the fourteenth century; from Alfred 
de Rothschild, of London, A Description of the Works of Art 
in his collection in Seamore Place and at Halton, in two 
volumes. 

The Library has also received from Mrs. Susan M. Dodge and 
Miss Mary Danforth Dodge, a portfolio of 26 engravings by Mosley 
L. Danforth ; and from the President a deed granting power to sell 
land in Pennsylvania, written on vellum, signed and sealed by 
William Penn. 
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Early in the coming year the Library will be enriched by the 
addition of the books on Art, some 500 in number, presented to the 
Museum by the Executors of the late Mr. Edward C. Moore. 

New York, January 26th, 1892. 

By order, 

HENRY G. MARQUAND, 

President. 
LOUIS P. DI CESNOLA, 

Secretary. 



